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In 1944, Professor Trevor Bruttenholm witnessed the arrival of a strange creature in a 

crumbling English church. He named the creature Hellboy and raised him at the newly 

founded Bureau for Paranormal Research and Defense in the United States. In 1952, 

Hellboy went on his first mission with the BPRD and was subsequently granted honorary-

human status by the United Nations.
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I want to thank our pal David Mack, Fight Club 
cover artist and award-winning creator of Kabuki, 
for doing the guest covers this month on all our 
Mignola titles: for Abe #31, B.P.R.D. #140—
which ran late, so technically next month—and 
this book. Although Paolo’s Norman Rockwell ri�  
on the regular cover of this issue was pretty stun-
ning as well . . . Variant or standard cover? You 
can’t go wrong this month.

Hey Scott,
 It’s 3:00 a.m. here on the coast in Lincoln 
City, Oregon. I � nally have some time to read 
up on my latest DH comics that have been 
stacked on my desk, beckoning to me for over 
a month now. At the moment I am gleefully 
reading Hellboy and the B.P.R.D.: 1953. I love 
reading Hellboy; it makes me say things like 
“gleefully”! Hellboy comics were the � rst comics 
I cut my teeth on, so it’s always freaking amazing 
when I get to read new Hellboy comics! 
 Anyway, the point of why I’m writing to you 
is this: 

1. I have new Hellboy comics and I’m happy, 
so thank you! 

2. It’s 3:13 a.m.
3. And more importantly I wanted to say, 

when I read Hellboy I wonder if there will 
ever be any more Hellboy action � gures 
made? Like Hellboy: � e Wild Hunt action 
� gures, and Hellboy in Hell action � gures.

4. And lastly, can I get a witness?!
 I wish you all the best, and thank you, Mike, 
Scott, and the rest for giving me something to 
look forward to!

Cheers,
Ransom

 God is your witness, Ransom.
 I’m usually up thinking about Hellboy at 3:13 
a.m. too, so I appreciate the company. I don’t think 

Mike’s working on any more action � gures. His 
product focus is usually more like prints and sketch-
books. � e action � gures happen when the movie 
people come calling, so maybe . . .

Scott,
 I just � nished reading B.P.R.D. Hell on Earth 
#138, digitally. I couldn’t make it to the comic 
shop today so I did something I never do . . . 
download. Oh, I grab comics digitally, but not 
B.P.R.D. until after I have the actual book in 
hand. Call me old school, call me sentimental, 
but this comic book is the essence of what I 
think a comic book should be. If it “should” 
be anything, then it should be this. Point is, I 
couldn’t wait until tomorrow, and I’m glad for 
my impatience. It was great, if not catastrophic.
 In fact the story is catastrophic ongoing and 
that deserves labeling somehow. I mean, you 
can’t keep saying “. . . we’re breaking stu�  that 
can’t be � xed . . .” in the face of carnage and 
defeat, or “. . . let’s turn corners where there’s no 
going back . . .” this far around the bend. End 
of Days indeed! Man, could Hellboy even defeat 
the Black Flame in his current form? Not sure 
Abe is a smart bet either . . . Aw heck! Just get rid 
of the guy already! Somebody’s gotta step up to 
the plate here.

Kill the Black Flame!
Matt Strackbein
Longmont, CO

 Wondering how our friend here is feeling these 
days. Sure we’ll hear about it soon.
 And Matt? 
 We’re breaking stu�  that can’t be � xed. And 
there’s no going back.
 Looking ahead, you got Joe Golem concluding 
next week, while we catch up on B.P.R.D. Hell on 
Earth, with Mignola teamed with Chris Roberson, 
who wrote this issue, and Cameron Stewart and 
Mike Norton (Revival, Battlepug).

� anks—

c/o Dark Horse Comics ✠ 10956 SE Main St.
Milwaukie, OR  97222
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