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nd so, the Empress of Ghosts, the 
Wraithbound Queen, trudged

ever closer to the Stygian Citadel.

Here, in this Hell-Shadow, 
she would face the woman 
who murdered everyone 
Elsethriel ever loved.

Here, she would pay her 
sister back a thousandfold. 

She was weary from her 
travels. Half-dead or 
more. But her rage…

…and the energy of the 
souls imprisoned within 
the Animis Blade…

…compelled her 
to keep standing, 
to keep moving 
forward.

A



You
should �t �� 
�n�red � this 

place! 

You
should �t �� 
�n�red � this 

place! 

it is 
forbi�en!

it is 
forbi�en!

And
your �� ��
fuel t� d�th 
fur�c�!

And
your �� ��
fuel t� d�th 
fur�c�!

Your f�sh 
�� �ed t� 
re
�nt 
�elds!

Your f�sh 
�� �ed t� 
re
�nt 
�elds!

Her hated enemy…her
own sister…had gathered 
daemons to her banners. 

While Elsethriel 
was alone…

…save for the dead. 



Trapped within the Animis 
Blade’s steel was the memory 
of every life it had taken. 

…served the 
Wraithbound Queen.

As the Wraithbound Queen served, 
for all eternity, her own bloodlust. 

�ese tormented souls, denied the 
�nality of Paradise or Damnation…

I sacri�ced 
�ch � �nd 

my �st�. 

I sacri�ced 
�ch � �nd 

my �st�. 

Thousands of 
souls, i�ocent 

and ��upt 
a�ke. 

Thousands of 
souls, i�ocent 

and ��upt 
a�ke. My 

em�re. 
My 

em�re. 

I’� �t 
�rn �� 

�w! 

I’� �t 
�rn �� 

�w! 



Well…it’s 
dark. 

And…I mean…
a lot darker 
than the last 

book.

I dunno, 
Sommer.

I feel like 
every book 
in the series 

has been 
pretty 
bleak.

Right?

Dad.
You’re 

kidding, 
right?

She sacrifices 
babies in order to 
scry the location 

of her sister’s 
castle.

She shouldn’t 
be reading this 

one.

She’s 
fine. 

She’s read 
all the 
others. 

I can’t
do without 
feedback

from my first 
reader.



So what 
happens 
next?

There’s another 
chapter or two 

you haven’t 
seen yet. 

After 
that, I’m 
not sure 

yet.
I’m

feeling
a little…
stuck.

I’m hoping
this working 

vacation gets the 
old creative 

juices flowing.

Well, you 
picked 

the right 
place!

There are so 
many legends in 
this part of the 

world. 

Trolls.
Elves. Forest 

spirits. 

Grrreeeeat. 
We could 

have gone to 
a resort.

Someplace 
with a pool 
or a spa.

instead, I 
get trolls 
and elves.  

That’s what 
I get for 
marrying a 
writer.

That’s what you 
get for marrying 

a bestselling 
writer!

My fans 
demand that
I continue
the series!

To do
that, I need 
inspiration!

Oh wow. is this
the place?

it’s so 
cool!



Here
we are--

our home 
away from 

home!

Pretty 
great, 
right?

I have
to admit, 
honey…

Not
bad. 

Not
bad at
all. 

I
love
it!

Can we
just live 
here?

Like…
forever?

Just the 
next eight 

weeks. 
You 

wouldn’t 
want to 
live here 
forever.

Wouldn’t
you miss your 

school? 
Your 

friends?



I 
dunno. 

I feel like
I’ve learned just 
about everything 
school has to 

teach me.
And my 
friends 
could 
visit. 

There’s a 
path over 

here!
A trail 

through the 
forest!

Can we 
check it 

out? 

That’s 
fine. 

But don’t 
stray from 
the path. 

And 
don’t go 

too–

--far.

Good 
talk. 



Look 
at this! What is it, 

Winter?
Hold 
on! Mom

said not
to leave 

the—



Look
at all these 
statues. They

look…
old.

Like they’ve 
been here 
centuries. 

Who is this 
supposed to 

be?
She

looks like 
a warrior 

queen. 

Like 
Elsethriel, 
from dad’s 

book.

She’s 
missing 

her hand, 
though.
Her 

weapon. 

it looks
like it was 
broken 

off. 

Come 
on.

We’ve 
probably 
been gone 
too long. 

Mom’s 
gonna 
worry. 



“You should 
have seen them!

“I think the statues are 
supposed to be trolls.

“And 
elves.”

Dwarves 
too, I think. 

That’s all
very interesting, 

Winter, but 
please eat. 

You know you’re 
not supposed to 

have your books at 
the table during 

dinner. 

Mom.
Are you 

telling me I 
shouldn’t 
be an avid 
reader?

is that 
what you’re 

saying?

There was
a warrior 
queen, too. 

I’m
not finding 

anything about 
her in my book, 

though. 

Maybe
she was a 
Valkyrie?

A little 
help here?

You
heard your 

mother. 

Let’s put 
the book 

away. 

I want you
girls to finish 

your dinner and 
get a good 
night’s sleep. 



the Wraithbound Queen rises
the Wraithbound Queen triumphant

“Maybe tomorrow you 
can show me these trolls 
and dwarves, all right?”



�ese tormented souls,

denied the �nality of

Paradise or Damnation,

served the Wraithbound

Queen. As the Wraith-

bound Queen served

for all eternity, her

own bloodlust.

�e catacombs smelled of death, disease, and decay.

�e �endish armies that had called the warren home had,

for centuries, brought their prey kicking and screaming

into the darkness to be mutilated, tortured, and devoured. 



Once, such a loathsome place…
such ghastly circumstance…
would have been alien to the 
young queen’s senses. 

But no 
longer. 

Elsethriel muttered words that 
came so easily to her now.  

�e ghosts delighted in their 
slaughter of the living. 

Now, to her
own horror, she shared 
the angry spirits’ glee. 

Ki� 
t�m. 
Ki� 

t�m. 



When she found her 
sister, Xenaidra...

…Elsethriel realized she did 
not want the ghosts of the 
Animis Blade to slay her. 

No. 

She would kill 
Xenaidra herself.

He�o, 
d�r�t 
�mb-
mate.

He�o, 
d�r�t 
�mb-
mate.

it 
s 
�en 	o 
long. 

it 
s 
�en 	o 
long. 

T�
long �nce
I’� savored 
t� end�� 
pain in your 

e�s. 

T�
long �nce
I’� savored 
t� end�� 
pain in your 

e�s. 



Let's 
check.

Sommer?
What was 
that?
What

was that 
sound?

I don’t 
know. 

I’ll take a 
look. 

Stay 
behind me, 
all right?

is 
there… 

…something 
on the 
roof?

it’s probably 
just a raccoon 
or something. 





What’s 
happening?

I don’t 
know!

What
is that 
thing?

I don’t 
know! 

MOM! 
DAD!

Sommer!
Winter!

R-Run!
You 

have to 
run!

M-Mom?

Dad?



Unnnf!

C-come 
on!

We have 
to go!

They’re 
coming 
for us! 

What 
about 

Mom and 
Dad?

Don’t 
look 
back! They’re 

after 
us!

Run!



?

What 
do we 
do?

Where 
do we 
go?

How—

we 
make

holes 
in

the 
teeth

cavitity 
creps

Those 
things…

…they took 
Mom and 

Dad…

…they’re 
gonna hurt 

them…
…kill 
them.

What are we 
going to 

do?
Winter…

…I 
think…



To be continued…

…we’re 
going to 
fight!



Issue 2 on sale October 2024Issue 2 on sale October 2024

Take up the blade

cover a by cover a by 

Christopher Mitten 



Sisters Sommer and Winter are shaken and bewildered 
in the wake of a goblin horde smashing apart their 
vacation cabin and absconding with their parents. 
But the mysterious, jagged, hulking sword they 
stumbled upon as they fled into the forest offers the 
young girls surprising strength, agility, and a vicious 
means to fight back. When they seek shelter with an 
old couple in the woods, they learn the truth behind 
the monsters, the fairies, the withering realm known 
as the Autumn Kingdom—and the deadly sacrifice  

it requires . . . 

cover b by cover b by 

Clara Meath
variant cover by variant cover by 

Adam Gorham



 ISSUE 2 PREVIEW

In her quest for blood and revenge, the 
Wraithbound Queen was, as ever, on her own. 

But she was 
never alone. 

Ah--Ah--

Leave
my sister 
alone!
Leave

my sister 
alone!

ISS
UE 2 PREVIE

W

ISS
UE 2 PREVIE

W

The Autumn Kingdom



Winter!

Sommer!

ISS
UE 2 PREVIE

W

ISS
UE 2 PREVIE

W

The Autumn Kingdom



We…killed 
them.

We
used that 
sword. 

And we 
hacked and 

we sliced and 
we cut-- I know 

what we 
did.

What do 
we do 
now?

We find 
mom and 

dad.
We save 
them.

Even if
we have to 

kill each and 
every one
of those 
things. 

I think 
they’re 
trolls.

And 
elves.

And 
redcaps.

And 
fairies. 

They
didn’t seem
like fairies

to me. 

These
are real 
fairies. 

From
the fairy 
kingdom.

And they’re 
not, like, 

sparkly little 
princesses. 

Sommer.

if we’re 
going to 

rescue mom 
and dad…

we’re 
going to 
need help. 

ISS
UE 2 PREVIE

W

ISS
UE 2 PREVIE

W

On sale O
ctober 9!

The Autumn Kingdom
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Complete your collection, or start down the 
strange trail for the first time

All four volumes in stores now!

The Sixth Gun is ™ & © 2010 
Cullen Bunn & Brian Hurtt. All 

rights reserved.

The Series That

Spawned A Legend

reloaded and ready to ride!

from Cullen Bunn and Brian Hurtt
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